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1. Overview of the literature available

1.1 Introduction
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1.2 Recognising the needs of homeless children in Australia (an overview of the

available literature)
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1.3.1 Exclusion of children from research
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1.3.4. Problems with establishing direct cause and effect relationships with

homelessness
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1.3.5 Over-reliance on statistical data in the Australian context
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1.3.6 Problems with the statistical data in Australia
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2. Definitions of homelessness
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Primary homelessness

People without conventional accommodation, such as those living on the streets,
sleeping in parks, squatting in derelict buildings, or using cars or railway carriages
for temporary shelter.

Secondary homelessness

People who move frequently from one form of temporary accommodation to
another. This group includes people using emergency accommodation (such as
crisis shelters); young people staying in youth refuges; women and children
escaping domestic violence (staying in women’s refuges); people staying
temporarily with other households (because they have no accommodation of their
own); and those using boarding houses on an occasional or intermittent basis.

Tertiary homelessness

People who live in boarding houses on a medium to long-term basis. Residents of
private boarding houses do not have a separate bedroom and living room; they
do not have kitchen and bathroom facilities of their own; their accommodation is
not self-contained; and they do not have security of tenure provided by a lease.

13
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3.1 Number of children

G— Loy 1ot ho
! i I b0$ f K -3
- &, i $ & b o<(- 1$$ &

i , " i ( b (4B . T i (
- N " -
Ly , 5 & "y N

1$$ . T & 11$% o & 0
! 1$$ ,
) 112 : " 1$$ &
$ Ot . T (2 1 } -
1$$ & $354$ . (5 16 #.1

Eor &, i b 2,

. 1$$ Ki$ - 7 b
$t ! I i & ,
. | 18s -

i & . b
2 ptt 65 oty

# - .- # # .

6 Loy K2 "1 1

6 - A L & b
$ ¢ f o . KB ET ) (

Institute of Child Protection Studies
16




* & 45 I L oy I 4
|
3.2 Age of children
N # ! & "t L
$ ¢
2+< | # , § 1$$ & - , !
Bt 4 , ! N)<( < | #
) 4 " A, b4t < !
# - A+, N b2(
5 2 ¢ ! & , 1 # $ # -
), ! " " , 0 1$$ & bt
< & , # , ! (5 b
V& , 1 # , $ v & <(
g+ &, T # t, b - T b
$35 ! ' , # ) .,
§, # b - 5T (
5 g 14 1$$ ' & !
&
3.3 Characteristics of children
3 # - | B , Il# g
16 ¢, "t P " ¢ %p _ 7 bo(

3.3.1 Cultural

background
§ #,

56 ¢,
" ! ! #

Institute of Child Protection Studies
17




* & "I5 T B

o< 14 - o, # " $ tF
£ 15$ b g 2<(
$ ¢ ¢ b <(4$ - ) H(
B S i U I { o< 11y
"8 85 1 #
& ! $ S P
BB, # #, & 6
"t # L 3 ) F
3 8o (
Tl 1$$ & < | -, : " $ & .
(0 b T B ) < 1t
- . # - o, / i 6 S
! <1 $ ¢ t & BYS - 1)

3.3.2 Family type
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3.4 Reasons for homelessness
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4. Pathways to, and experiences of, homelessness
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4.1 Pathways into homelessness for families

T .- T g - -
- o Y oy o
- Lt I i, f f oo
- " & 7o i i
IRLEE f ! f 5
: # & 1 Lt 0 ¢,
S L& t 61Nt
$ t18& g I 1&g LTt
g I b, & 1
&t b, | f 1 #
BN &t
" ¥ 03 ¢ 1 > I |

Institute of Child Protection Studies
20




“This high level of homelessness largely arises from chronic poverty, coupled with housing market
discrimination, which results in insecure and unstable housing, and chronic overcrowding. The
history of dispossession, discrimination and disadvantage experienced by Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people, along with continued and intense poverty and racism, has also generated
serious problems in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. These include substance

misuse problems, mental bealth problems, family breakdown, and domestic and family violence,

Institute of Child Protection Studies

21

* & "i5 1 U e S
.
o - 5 1vi o5
Eoorte g 1oy, o, S
- v e . e
"y A B
LT & " f,
N ’ 7 ’
. . o o ey e !
AL T AL T A N/
Y 1Bt & )i(! ! g
Lol g - !
bogt 6 AR "y
§ & & i, o
- - . - s
6% 3 1 (
5 " " IR AR
G "¢ ! ¢ & Kb
b
$ A ! ! ’ ¢l
: " & R TN } -
} & o :



* & "I5 T B

all of which — particularly the last mentioned — are key cansal factors for homelessness” (Bell,

2002:9).

4.1.1 Domestic and family violence
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4.3 Inappropriateness of emergency and temporary accommodation
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5.1.2 Developmental delays
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5.1.4 Access to health services
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5.2 Emotional and/or behavioural issues
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5.3 Education
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5.4 Social Exclusion
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Homelessness is a state in which people are not only excluded from basic shelter,
but also from security, a place to belong, intimate relationships, neighbonrs, and
all of the benefits of having a place to call one’s own...Over time, exclusion from
one aspect of the normally expected benefits and resources of society leads to

exclusion from others, and to a compounding set of reinforcing disadvantages”
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5.5 Family Relationships
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5.6 Long term effects
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6. Involvement in the Child Protection System
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Study or service statistics

Proportion of children experiencing homelessness

who were subject to child protection intervention
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6.2 Factors contributing to the correlation between family homelessness and child

protection intervention

1 ! # # " Py,
B # & #1
6 4, 6 ! "¢ " o, !
o, § 6 ! 8 5 " " !
4 # " rers RS
& #
& 7T 4, T " 6, " " #
£ 6 " B # "y,
! P g, "t " 4

Institute of Child Protection Studies
46




* & "45 I Py e,

: o, " # 8"
g ! #
! 7 ¥ H bt 7
! 1oy 18 ¢ ! "
5 1 7 " . #
I - | ooy oy
§
R & " ! -] 63 ¢
! £, "0 #0614, -
pget "t A2 < | iy,
- § y 8 vere wn
< | b, BT 8o,
L
1 *68$ ¢ % 4(¢ G
# # ot H # "
# , B! #
& K

6.2.2 Domestic and family violence
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“The current trend of removing children from their mothers becanse
of so-called ‘failure to protect’ is damaging to children and must

stop. Systems must protect both women and children from domestic

violence”,

6.2.3 Homelessness increasing the risk of child protection intervention
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“Homelessness is being vulnerable. 1t means the kids are going to
be taken off us, you can’t be a parent without a home”
h? B Lo
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6.2.4 Child Protection intervention increasing families’ risks of

homelessness
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6.3 Conclusion
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7.1 Addressing structural disadvantage
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7.2 Prevention and early intervention strategies
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7.3.1 Improving emergency and temporary accommodation
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7.3.2 ldentifying needs and treating children as clients in their own right
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7.3.4 Providing a holistic, strengths based child centred or whole of family

approach
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“Contemporary good practice in providing support to children and families within
SAAP is based on goals of building family strengths through holistic models of
support with separate but related or complementary programs for adults and
children” %$353 ; 117 b+(
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Parenting support
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Follow-up support for families and children
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