A Very Social Success Story
ACT Social Enterprise Hub

With the word “social” prominent in the notice of the launch of the ACT Social Enterprise Hub, my attention was grabbed pretty quickly for this one.  But no, it’s not about whooping it up and gallivanting about, although that may happen as this venture realises an opportunity to celebrate success.

This is the beginning of something good, an opportunity to involve an across-the-board range of enterprises, proactive corporate citizens, local philanthropists and Government departments in what is called the ACT Social Enterprise Hub.  If you think of the hub as the centre of an organisation, then Social Ventures Australia (SVA) will have Mandy Richards as the new girl on the block in Canberra, linking together in a partnership Pricewaterhouse Coopers, The Snow Foundation, Mental Health Community Coalition, ACT Health and the Department of Housing and Community Services to develop social enterprises, or businesses with a commitment to provide employment opportunity for those most disadvantaged or marginalised in our community.

We had examples of that at the launch with Saba Abrahams from Brisbane explaining the establishment of her restaurant with the help of the Brisbane Hub, and locally, Richard Pedvin of Paperworks, a start-up social enterprise based on the art of paper-making, looking to benefit from the ACT’s Hub of expertise.  Jon Stanhope launched the Hub, and it would seem that there’s plenty of local support from well-intentioned groups to make this a success story, and not just a one-off but a growing enterprise.
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