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	Monday 19 May 2003


Steps To Reform
NEW DISABILTY COUNCIL REFLECTS GOVERNMENT COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP

The Government further advanced its disability reform agenda today with the announcement of the membership of the new Disability Advisory Council.

The Minister for Disability, Housing and Community Services, Bill Wood said the new body replaces the Disability Reform Group and the former Advisory Council, which provided advice to the ACT Government on the many issues arising out of the Report of Inquiry into Disability Services.

“The Council will play a critical role in providing independent advice to Government,” Mr Wood said.  “It will consider a raft of disability issues, including policy development, strategic planning and direction, legislation, consultation, service development, as well as budget and funding priorities.
“People with a disability, their families and carers are strongly represented on the body, along with other people who have an active involvement in disability issues. This new Council augments the responsibilities of the previous Advisory Council and will build on the many achievements of the Disability Reform Group.

“The Council will link with the five joint community and government working groups established last year to assist Disability ACT implement the Government’s reform strategy, Steps To Reform.  These Working Groups, which comprise more than 70 people, meet every two to three weeks and play an important role in the development of disability policy.

“Funding totalling $6.86 million over four years announced in this month’s Budget directly assists people with a disability in the ACT, reflecting the high priority the ACT Government places on the disability sector and its on-going reform.” 

The members of the new Disability Advisory Council are:

Mr Craig Wallace - Chair 
Ms Andrea Simmons

Ms Margaret Spalding - Deputy Chair 
Ms Betsy Gallagher

Mr Dennis Stabback 
Ms Anna Saxon-Taylor

Ms Phillipa Steele
Mr David Buchan

Mr Matthew Drummey 
Mr Robert Altamore

Ms Jan Collins
Mr Phillip Gleeson

Ms Toni Smith
Mr Greg Walker
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