Schools as Communities
[a guide for parents]
About us

Schools as Communities is a voluntary and free program for children and families in selected ACT preschools and primary schools. It is funded by the Department of Disability, Housing and Community Services (DHCS).

The aim of the program is to work with schools, families, community services and businesses to enhance social, emotional and developmental outcomes for children and young people. This might be done through developing projects, activities or events in the local area.

Schools as Communities focuses on early intervention and working collaboratively. It is now known that early intervention plays an important role in building resilient children and healthy families, and in turn, this helps to build strong communities.

Schools as Communities is part of the commitment to ensure that all children in the ACT have the best possible start in life.

The Child and Family Centres, ParentLink, Parents as Teachers and the Integrated Family Support Project, along with other services, all work with children and families in the ACT to meet this commitment.

Working together

Schools as Communities workers are located in selected ACT preschools and primary schools. Their role is to identify and develop links and partnerships between home, school, local services and businesses.

Workers can help families find and access information, supports and services within the local area.

Families can directly contact the workers to find out what Schools as Communities can offer, or to talk about ideas that could be developed to support the aims of the program.

How we can help

Schools as Communities workers can assist families the following ways:

· Providing weekly drop-in parenting information sessions.

· Talking to a professional about parenting hurdles.

· Linking families to specialist support services.

· Connecting parents and families for informal sharing of information or support.

· Having a chat about children’s behaviours and finding ways for parents to manage issues more effectively.

· Hearing your ideas about projects that could be developed with local businesses or community organisations that can help to create healthy communities.

Want to find out more?

Ask at your school front office about drop-in sessions.

When is a Schools as Communities worker available? 
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm
Contact us

Child and Family Centres

Southside schools contact: Tuggeranong Tel 6207 8288 Fax 6207 0540

Northside schools contact: Gungahlin Tel 6207 0120 Fax 6205 `5084

Office hours: Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm

Postal address
Schools as Communities, Department of Disability, Housing and Community Services, 
GPO Box 158, Canberra ACT 2601

www.dhcs.act.gov.au/childandfamilycentres
